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trial. But, as with many of the Constitution s powers, the experiences of the colonists at the hands of the British shaped our legal system s criminal
procedure laws. Like most of American jurisprudence, American criminal law is rooted in the early American settler s experience with British law. In
fact, when Thomas JeCerson draDed the Declaration of Independence and listed the repeated injuries and usurpations of the British monarchy, he
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establishing judiciary powers, and he had made judges dependent on his will alone. JeCerson also accused the British of conducting mock trials to
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