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Celebration of the Seventy-FiAh Anniversary of Hartford Theological Seminary: May 23d to 26th, 1909 The duty laid upon me on this august occasion
is no easy duty. That it falls to me arises from the accident that I am the only remaining relic in the faculty of a regime that is now almost a piece of
antiquity. Yet, in the economy of society, as in that of geology, even fossils have their use. At first sight, perhaps, one who has been connected with
this Seminary for more than a quarter-century might be expected to speak with assurance of its history. But, on the other hand, it is clear that I
have stood too close to its heart to behold it with the objective and dispassionate eye of a critical historian. So, by your leave, I shall today speak
simply as a humble annalist of but selected topics, remarking upon them only from certain points of per sonal observation. My task is indefinitely
lightened by the fact that in 1884, at our FiAieth Anniversary, we were privileged to hear a monu mental Historical Address from our beloved Dr.
William Thomp son, who was qualified to speak as no one else could or ever can about the half-century then past, since he had been in service for
the whole of that long period. With the vivid memory, not only of what Dr. Thompson said on that occasion, but of all he was and all he stood for, I
shall not seek to imitate or duplicate his line of thought. It would be most unbecoming for me to traverse again that entire early history into which
he entered with such delicate sympathy...
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