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**xxx GAO-11-802. The Chesapeake Bay, with its watershed in parts of six states and the District of Columbia (watershed states), is an important
economic and natural resource that has been in decline. Over decades, federal agencies and watershed states have entered into several agreements
to restore the bay, but its health remains impaired. In May 2009, Executive Order 13508 established a Federal Leadership Committee, led by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and directed the committee to issue a strategy by May 2010 to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay (the
Strategy). GAO was directed by the explanatory statement of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008, to conduct performance assessments of
progress made on bay restoration, and this first assessment examines (1) the extent to which the Strategy includes measurable goals for restoring
the bay that are shared by stakeholders and actions to attain these goals; (2) the key factors, if any, federal and state officials identified that may
reduce the likelihood of achieving Strategy goals and actions; and (3) agency plans for assessing progress made in implementing the Strategy and
restoring bay health. GAO reviewed the Strategy, surveyed federal officials, and interviewed watershed state officials and subject matter experts.
The Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed includes 4 broad goals, 12 specific measurable goals with deadlines, and
116 actions to restore the bay by 2025. To achieve the broad and measurable goals, federal agencies, often in collaboration with the watershed
states and other entities, are responsible for accomplishing the actions. However, not all stakeholders are working toward achieving the Strategy
goals. The watershed states are critical partners in the effort to restore the bay, but state officials...
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