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thus to do, in reliance on divine grace, we hereunto affix our names. These articles were thought to serve the purpose of bring ing together families,
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the creed or the covenant. The plan arranged, a name was required for the school and the colony. This was borrowed not from Oberlin the elegant
scholar, but from Oberlin the Swiss pastor, rep resenting in his self-denying and efficient life that love toward God and that sympathy with man
which the found ers of this school desired to establish and cherish here. The school, although sufficiently grand in its conception to be called a
university, according to the modern western fashion, was named the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, which remained its legal designation until the
name was changed upon application to the legislature in 1850. A place was found within the limits of the county where the plan was formed - a tract
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