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reported in 1774 alone). The destruction of Scottish forests was in full swing. The Scottish clan system had been dismantled by Act of Parliament, the
population had been disarmed and wearing of the tartan was prohibited. Scotch whisky was distilled illegally and profusely (Johnson noted the
custom of the skalk, or drinking whisky before breakfast). The rule of law was by no means properly established, and the power of the clan
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Monboddo at Monboddo House and saw him in his primitive attire as a farmer, a quite different picture from hisimage as an...
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