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Merrell Publishers Ltd, United Kingdom, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. London s suburbs are home to many
thousands of people who travel into the centre every day to work, but they also house many thousands who rarely find a reason to do so. They
contain all the essential infrastructure for the city, too, including airports, offices, shopping centre, factories and warehouses. Outer London is
therefore both metropolitan and suburban at the same time - it is Metroburbia. In this book Paul Knox examines the architectural history and
development of London s suburbs, and celebrates their surprising variety and organized structure, refuting the common claim that they are
monotonous or amorphous. The first chapter, The Foundations of Metroburbia, explains the foundation and development of Metroburbia and looks
at how topography and geology influenced the siting of the villages that would become part of Greater London. The River Thames, of course, is one
of London s most important and well-known structural elements, and in this chapter Knox examines how its meanders and bends have produced
distinct patterns of settlement and development. He also describes in detail the seven distinctive sectors of London, which are (running clockwise
from the west) the Thames Valley, Northwest London, North London, the Lea Valley, Northeast London, the Thames Estuary and South London.
Finally, he looks at how early settlements, country estates and royal palaces shaped Metroburbia, and how the increase in roads and industry
consolidated the development of what would become suburbia. Chapter 2, Pattern-book London, looks at Victorian and Edwardian suburbs - the
first developments to be given that name. The building booms and their effect on employment in the city, and the difference in style and purpose
between the various suburbs, are discussed, and Knox also examines the effects of...
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