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***** Following World War I, the United States adopted an isolationist stance. Starting in 1935, Congress even passed various neutrality acts to
enforce the will against foreign entanglement. But by December of 1941, President Roosevelt s formal declaration of war made this legislation
irrelevant. Although America attempted isolationism, European and Asian affairs brought global tension that eventually hit the country s traditional
allies. An aim of World War | had been to make the world safe for democracy, but democracy in the 1930s was increasingly endangered. The roots
of World War Il lay in the totalitarian leaders of Asia and Europe and their agendas for expansion. Totalitarianism emerged in the Soviet Union,
Italy, Spain, and Germany. The fascist leaders had expansionist goals and soon crushed neighboring societies. Italy invaded Ethiopia and
established Italian East Africa. Meanwhile, Japan invaded Manchuria, seized Chinese land, and occupied French possessions in Southeast Asia. In
1938 Europe, the war officially began when Germany s Adolf Hitler invaded Austria and took Czechoslovakia s Sudetenland, which was home to 3.5
million ethnic Germans. Hitler claimed he was only restoring rightful boundaries, since Germany had lost territory in World War I. But Hitler had
ideas of widespread domination. In 1939 he and Mussolini created the Rome-Berlin Axis alliance, a military agreement designed to last ten years.
Japan entered the pact later that year. Hitler had the confidence to invade Poland in 1939. Poland s allies, England and France, therefore declared
war on Germany. America s traditional allies were at war. Initially, President Franklin Roosevelt limited his aid to arms sales, which were restricted in
a neutrality act. But Hitler s invasions continued. He took Denmark, Norway, and Holland, and the Belgian...
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