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Prescott, Vol. 21 The remarks into which | have been led will, | trust, not be set down by the reader to an unworthy egotism, butto their true source, a
desire to correct a misapprehension to which | may have unintentionally given rise myself, and which has gained me the credit with some - far from
grate ful to my feelings, since undeserved - of having surmounted the incalculable obstacles which lie in the path of the blind man. The reader of
Prescott s memoir scarcely knows whether most to admire the modesty, the humility, the manliness, or the strict regard for exact truthfulness
manifest in these gracefully written and touching paragraphs. In them the historian unconsciously illustrates that nice sense of honor which was
such a marked feature in his fine character. The Reign of Philip the Second was his next great undertaking. His old reluctance to begin a new book
held him like the spell of a magician in a state of hesitation for some time. New embarrassments also threw their shadows over his elastic spirit. His
only available eye was growing worse, could only be used for reading an hour a day, and that at intervals, and there was no hope that it would ever
improve, since the decay of the strained nerve was appar ent. Moreover, his general health began to show the effects of the severe strain which his
past labors had put upon it. Nevertheless, he finally resolved to make Philip his theme, began and completed his preparations on his usual exhaust
ive method, and entered resolutely upon the more congenial task of composition, when dyspepsia and other ailments set in with such...
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