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***xx Excerpt from The Wonderful Story of Illinois: A Pageant A prelude of wind instruments is played swelling out in mighty strains. Out of the
darkness there comes a softly lighted woodland scene. There are no set arrangements of foliage or flower, but the effect is as Nature like as possible.
On the stage are grouped three figures of noble bearing representing Earth, Water, and Fire. They are contending as to which one has the the
greatest power. Earth wears robes of green with touches of palest gold. There is a golden crown on her head. Water is clad in blue of varying pale
shades, long white hair and beard gleam forth, there is a crystal crown on his head, crystal on his gown, while in his hand is a staff of silver. Fire is
dressed in a robe suggesting the color of flames verging from deep reddish orange to the palest shade of yellowish white. The use of several thin
floating materials will suggest this better than one heavy one. A crown of light is on her brow Earth Mine is the power by right inherent, Behold
them, they who dwell in my bosom, Beasts of the fields and forests who wear The glossy furs, who build in my rocks and Play in the morning like
light on the leaves. (A murmur from the other two arises.) Mine is the secret of life recurrent, Of life abundant, free, for behold my Flowers and vines
and the fruit of the branches, Behold the little birds that are singing Day after day, the great birds that betwixt The sun and me are flying, all these.
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