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*****.It was getting dark, and a keen wind blew across the ragged pines beside the track, when Jake Foster walked up and down the station at
Gardner s Crossing in North Ontario. Winter was moving southwards fast across the wilderness that rolled back to Hudson s Bay, silencing the
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of soD coal mingled with the aromatic smell of the pines. Gardner s Crossing stood, an outpost of advancing industry, on the edge of the lonely
woods.
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