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***x* Excerpt from A Critical Pronouncing Dictionary: And Expositor of the English Language That a polite pronunciation is an essential part of a
genteel and liberal education, is incontestable; and whoever smooths the way to an acquirement so desirable and important, does a real service to
society. This subject has employed the pens of may learned and ingenious men, who laboured with various degrees of skill and success: The rules
they laid down, and the analogies they pointed out, had reduced English pronunciation to something like system. The late Mr. Walker, author of this
Dictionary, exerted himself more earnestly and perseveringly than perhaps any of his predecessors: he compared the different orthoepists with
indefatigable attention, weighed their reasons with critical justice, and modestly pronounced his decisions with a confidence which a lifetime s
familiarity with the subject entitled him to assume. Mr. Walker s Pronouncing Dictionary, and the Principles prefixed to it, are master-pieces of their
kind, and seem to have fixed English pronunciation, which had long been fluctuating and unsettled. This opinion plainly appears to be that of the
Public, the work having gone through four large editions in the course of a few years. The Author not only improved each new edition with respect
to orthoepy, but added a considerable number of words not found in any of our Dictionaries, as well as some of his own forming, that were
evidently both proper and useful. This work, after so many degrees of improvement, was thought worthy of being Stereotyped, in order to give
stability and permanence to the pronunciation of a language now spoken in most parts of the known world. Having been many years intimately...
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