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Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt: A most distinctive class
of ancient Irish literature, and probably the class that is least popularly familiar, is the
hagiographical. It is, the present writer ventures to submit, as valuable as it is distinctive and as well
worthy of study as it is neglected. While annals, tales and poetry have found editors the Lives of Irish
Saints have remained largely a mine unworked. Into the causes of this strange neglect it is not the
purpose of the present introduction to enter. Suffice it to glance in passing at one of the reasons
which has been alleged in explanation, scil.: -that the Lives are uncritical and romantic, that they
abound in wild legends, chronological impossibilities and all sorts of incredible stories, and, finally,
that miracles are multiplied till the miraculous becomes the ordinary, and that marvels are
magnified till the narrative borders on the ludicrous. The Saint as he is sketched is sometimes a
positively repulsive being-arrogant, venomous, and cruel; he demands two eyes or more for one,
and, pucklike, fairly revels in mischief! As painted he is in...
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The very best book i at any time read. It generally does not price an excessive amount of. I discovered this publication from my dad and i recommended
this book to understand.
-- Joesph Hetting er  
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