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(This is novella, circa 21,000 word. It begins like this.) The TV reporter brushed off a fly which had landed on his left ear, steadied himself, and began.
This is Emory DeLante and | m standing here outside the Ella Ech! Bar in Kramer Junction with Ella Tarkensen, owner of the bar, and her security
manager Juke Clenn. The bar is sponsoring the Great Muhammad Cartoon Drawing Contest and it has attracted world-wide condemnation from
Muslims and also death threats against Ella. Are you still going ahead with this, Ella, in view of the threats? Sure am. If you are asking about security
I ll answer it, said Juke. Ella was blonde, of medium height, who no matter what she wore always looked like she had stepped out of a page of Vogue
Magazine as she did now in an emerald green sheath dress. The security manager had long shaggy black hair and won a black leather jacket like
the biker he was. We are expecting no problem from Muslims, Juke said. Our government assures us that we have no enemies among the Muslims
but that we do have to keep a sharp eye out on the unemployed. That s what are doing, keeping a sharp eye on the unemployed. There are real
threats. You don t seem to be taking them seriously, said the reporter. We sure are, said Juke. We are just doing what our government says. You can
trust the Muslims but you can t trust the unemployed. | watch TV too sometimes. Ella they ve issue a fatwa on you, said the reporter. They may try to
kill you. A what? she asked. A...
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