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Conservationist, Vol. 5: September 1958 Young and older dogs get workouts not only on quail, but on pigeons also. The idea originated with an
elderly Mississippi handler who coined the phrase dizzying pigeons. The pigeon was swung round and round until it was addled; then it would be
placed with its head under a wing in a bush or in grass for the dog to find. On regaining its senses, the pigeon would ?y when stirred. Mr. Bufkin uses
a modifi cation of this system, placing the bird in a well-concealed trap. When the dog comes to point, a string, usually pulled by another person
some 50 yards behind the dog and handler, releases the trap, and the pigeon is liberated to gain its freedom or be shot. When dogs are being taught
to retrieve or steadied, the bird is killed. The same system may be used on pen-reared quail, but the gun is fired into the air for train ing purposes.
Very few dogs refuse to point a pigeon, which may be bought for 25 or 30 cents. While the setter or pointer is motionless before a bird, his form may
be improved. His head and tail are raised for style, and even his body may be moved to the desired position. The check cord works in a similar
manner; pulling back on the animal teaches him to stand tall. The check cord is the most used piece of training paraphernalia. It s widely used to
encourage youngsters to point staunchly and obey commands, on those affected with gun shyness, and bolters; it is also used for teaching
directions and for close work in the brush. A window-sash cord...
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