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0.5in.0ver a century ago, Russell Conwell was famous for his traveling lecture in which he encouraged listeners to find the acres of diamonds in their
own backyards. He was born in Massachusetts in 1843 and during the Civil War served as a captain in the Union army. He studied law, but became a
Baptist minister and a popular public speaker. Acres of Diamonds was his most famous talk which he delivered over 6000 times! Making him one of
the original motivational speakers. At the heart of Acres of Diamonds was a parable Conwell heard while traveling through present-day Iraq in 1870
and in summary it goes like this: There was once a wealthy man named Ali Hafed who lived not far from the River Indus. He was contented because
he was wealthy, and wealthy because he was contented. One day a priest visited Ali Hafed and told him about diamonds. Ali Hafed heard all about
diamonds, how much they were worth, and went to his bed that night a poor man. He had not lost anything, but he was poor because he was
discontented, and discontented because he feared he was poor. Ali Hafed sold his farm, left his family, and traveled to Palestine and then to Europe
searching for diamonds. He did not find them. His health and his wealth failed him. Dejected, he cast himself into the sea. One day, the man who
had purchased Ali Hafeds farm found a curious sparkling stone in a stream that cut through his land. It was a diamond. Digging produced more
diamonds acres of diamonds, in fact. This, according to the parable, was the discovery of the famed diamonds of Golconda....
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