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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Language
of the Ancient Egyptians and Its Monumental Records In the annals of philological research we seek in vain for a study that can lay juster claim to a
first position, for any that has made more rapid and important progress in a short time than that of the Ancient Egyptian language. It was reserved
to our century to solve the mystery of a language that had for more than one thousand years baf?ed the ingenuity and most searching inquiry of
great men and scholars. Fifty years ago still witnessed the first beginnings of a science struggling for existence amid a chaos of opinions, while
leaning for support on an unpretending black stone bearing a trilingual inscription. Yet this weak support was destined afterwards to become the
very foundation of this study, and the discovery of this stone at Rosetta in 1799 inaugurated a new era in archaeological re search and scientific
investigation. Many years of labor passed before the correct alphabet was determined and then, with the help of Italian scholars, the Coptic was
resuscitated from the darkness that was gathering around it, being then at the brink of utter decay. The Egyptian words were then carefully com
pared with the Coptic, and at last the meaning of words deter mined irrespective of the Greek translation of the Rosetta Stone, whose version was
nevertheless fully corroborated. To one man above all belongs the honor of having watched over the early stages of the study with a jealous and
loving eye, the illustrious founder of the science of Egyptology, Francois Champollion (17 91 At the time of his death the study had made a most
remarkable progress and found worthy...
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