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**xxxx Excerpt from The Works of Archimedes And if these are such as to create genuine enthusiasm in the student of Archimedes, the style and
method are no less irresistibly attractive. One feature which will probably most impress the mathematician accustomed to the rapidity and
directness secured by the generality of modern methods is the deliberation with which Archimedes approaches the solution of any one of his main
problems. Yet this very characteristic, with its incidental effects, is calculated to excite the more admiration because the method suggests the tactics
of some great strategist who foresees everything, eliminates everything not immediately conducive to the execution of his plan, masters every
position in its order, and then suddenly (when the very elaboration of the scheme has almost obscured, in the mind of the spectator, its ultimate
object) strikes the final blow. Thus we read in Archimedes proposition after proposition the bearing of which is not immediately obvious but which
we find infallibly used later on; and we are led on by such easy stages that the difficulty of the original problem, as presented at the outset, is
scarcely appreciated. As Plutarch says, it is not possible to find in geometry more difficult and troublesome questions, or more simple and lucid
explanations. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing
page, may be replicated in...
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