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***x* Excerpt from The Need of a History of New York The growth of interest in the history of this nation and the progress of historical studies make
it necessary that a wider and more intelligent interest should be taken in the history of the State of New York. It is certainly one of the leading states
of the Union, and as a province, during the Colonial period, its prominence was almost as fully recognized as it is at the present time. Its location is
central. For all military purposes it was the strategic center of the Colonies along the Atlantic seaboard. Owing to its relation with the Five Nations, it
always bore a leading part in Indian affairs. As a result of this and also of its location it always had intimate relations of a diplomatic character with
the French in Canada. It early became a commercial center, and gradually assumed the leading position in trade among the Thirteen Colonies.
From an early date also it was a royal province, and so was brought into close relations with the British Government. When the Revolution came it
stood for the accepted principles of British liberty, without that appeal to natural rights which was so pronounced in New England. The
development of a strong loyalist spirit opposed to the Declaration of Independence gives a peculiar interest to the history of New York during the
Revolution. Because also of its strategic importance the British Government made New York during much of the Revolutionary War the center of its
military operations, thus giving to it a peculiar importance in the history of the War for Independence. Burgoyne was defeated on its...
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