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Dream Horse Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.As unflinching
as it is graceful, Gary L. McDowell s second collection, Weeping at a Stranger s Funeral, intones an elegy and prayer for all of us. Stippled by loam
and lit by awe, these elliptical lyrics wander and leap, tenderly tracing a map of human limitations and luminosities. McDowell s charged fragments
and micro-narratives spiral in constellation inwardly and outwardly at the same time, toward discovery and return, the primal and paradoxical
motion of being. Reading this book reminds me of what | love about poetry! -Chad Sweeney Weeping at a Stranger s Funeral has done the
impossible-made an odyssey of the mind that is just as compelling as the eponymous one, only McDowell never leaves home. His ships and
sorceresses and capricious gods are domestic. In this amazing undertaking, the poet regards his life, addressing his imagination, thrilling us with
aphorisms that pierce and pervert. Pigeons can t tell the difference between night and a vision of night, McDowell writes. The difference makes no
difference, he suggests, and that s what makes this book, which is both odyssey and tapestry, poetry at its best. -Larissa Szporluk In these stunningly
mosaic-worked poems, Gary L. McDowell pieces together the fractured quotidian bits of familial relationships and loss, place, and domestic ritual. In
paratactic shards and glittering non sequiturs, this art of assembly is both recuperative and illusory, and like traditional Japanese ceramicists who
aggrandized the fault-lines by gilding cracks and breaks in pots, the spaces between McDowell s rivetingly attentive lines in Weeping at a Stranger s
Funeral allow in breath, light, river, and sky. -Lee Ann Roripaugh The way to tell a story is to circle the story, reporting flashbacks...
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