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Clarion Books, 1999. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: "This is a thoughtful and
well-written biography of Einstein, a complicated man whose life and work Severance chronicles clearly and firmly." Kirkus Reviews Einstein's life
was marked by contrasts: he was intellectually bold but emotionally diffident, a pacifist who supported the Allies, and a devoted husband (the
second time) who was all but estranged from his children. Severance follows these conflicting trails, showing his subject as he moves from failing
student to pioneering researcher, from scientific novelty to icon. The author valiantly reports Einstein's movement up the academic ladder and
adequately describes his theories, but he's most successful when he addresses Einstein's celebrity. As the scientist's revolutionary ideas gained
acceptance among colleagues, they began to be (mis)reported in the daily papers. It wasn't long before people who didn't understand a thing he
said were filling lecture halls to hear him speak. Researchers will find this a helpful resource. Booklist, ALA Any writer faces a formidable task in
trying to contain the genius Einstein within the pages of a book, especially a short biography; whatever the author writes serves only to accent the
magnitude of the man and his ideas. To the credit of Severance (a biographer who has already tackled two legendary twentieth-century figures
with Gandhi [rev. 5/97] and Winston Churchill [rev. 7/96]), he opens with an attempt to place Einstein in history, a history that begins properly with
Galileo and one that, Severance avows, will continue to move with yet more astonishing velocity into the new millennium. Engravings of Galileo and
Newton set the stage for the superb archival photographs that reveal the private Einstein in his youth and the extraordinary ruffled image of the
older Einstein who was often baffled by...
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