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University of Toronto Press, 1983. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Barbara Pentland
and her music have long been the centre of controversy. As a woman in what many saw as a man s field, her role as composer provoked negative
reactions into the 1950s, and her music receives a wide range of responses to this day. Yet even her severest critics acknowledge the highly personal
and impassioned quality of her compositions. This book looks at Pentland s life and career as she moves from her native Winnipeg to study in
Montreal, Paris, and New York and at Tanglewood with Aaron Copland, intermittently returning to her home town and gradually becoming known
as a performer and composer. The authors discuss various works including Studies in Line (19410, which was composed in a highly linear idiom and
epitomized her early works; Sonata for Violin and Piano (1946), which was based on French-Canadian folk tunes and reflected Copland s
abstractness and use of rhythm; and the highly tonal Symphony No. 2 (1950). Her visit to Europe in 1955 was the catalyst for a profound shift in her
work from the techniques she had adapted from Copland and Hindemith to an elaboration of her own highly distinctive serialist technique. Since
1958, Pentland s output has been prodigious: fifty works all typified by a marvellously economical use of materials. Some of the most controversial
are treatments of the words of modern writers and are inspired by Pentland s passionate concern about contemporary events. This volume includes
a large number of musical examples from her work and photographs of the composer and her colleagues and interpreters.
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