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*****The Young King is a short story by Oscar Wilde. Dedicated to Margaret Lady Brooke (the Ranee of Sarawak) The Young King tells the story of
the illegitimate shepherd son of the recently dead king s daughter of an unnamed country. Being his only heir, he is brought to the palace to await
his accession. There, he is in awe of the splendor of his new home and anxiously awaits his new crown, scepter, and robe which are soon to be
delivered to him for his coronation in the morning. During the night, he has three nightmares, one for each element of his raiment, showing him
where they came from and how they were obtained. The first dream shows a group of starving peasants working at looms to weave his robe where
they receive little payment or food despite being worked so hard. The second dream shows a group of slaves on a ship where one slave has his ears
and nostrils filled with wax and sent underwater to find pearls for the sceptre and dies after finding the best pearl. The third dream is the most
elaborate and deals with the source of his new crown s rubies. In it, men excavate a dry riverbed in a tropical jungle, while overlooking them, the
god Death tries to bargain with the goddess Avarice for a single grain of her corn. Each time Avarice refuses, Death calls Ague, Fever and Plague to
kill one third of her servants. On the coronation day, the Young King refuses the costume brought to him, and makes a crown from a loop of briers,
a scepter from a stick, and wears his shepherds...
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