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The Reign of Andrew Jackson is a classic US president biography by Frederic Austin Ogg. Curiously, the seventh President s birthplace has been a
matter of sharp controversy. There is a tradition that the birth occurred while the mother was visiting a neighboring family by the name of
McKemy; and Parton, one of Jackson s principal biographers, adduces a good deal of evidence in support of the story. On the other hand, Jackson
always believed that he was born in the home of the aunt with whom his bereaved mother took up her residence; and several biographers, including
Bassett, the most recent and the best, accept this contention. It really matters not at all, save for the circumstance that if the one view is correct
Jackson was born in North Carolina, while if the other is correct he was born in South Carolina. Both States have persistently claimed the honor. In
the famous proclamation which he addressed to the South Carolina nullifiers in 1832 Jackson referred to them as fellow-citizens of my native state ;
in his will he spoke of himself as a South Carolinian; and in correspondence and conversation he repeatedly declared that he was born on South
Carolina soil. Jackson was far from infallible, even in matters closely touching his own career. But the preponderance of evidence on the point lies
decidedly with South Carolina.
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