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***x* Excerpt from Elements of Interpretation The publication of the following work, in its present form, originated from the want of a text-book, in
our country, on the science of interpretation. But few copies of Ernesti s Instiiutio Interpretis have yet been imported; and the Library of the
Theological Seminary, with which the Translator is connected, contains by far too few for classic use among the students. The importance of
regular scientific instruction in the Principles of Interpretation, has been long acknowledged, by the best Biblical and classical scholars of Europe. A
multitude of books within a few years have been published, with a view to present a regular digest of the principles and rules of Hermeneutics. Of
these, some are much too copious to admit of publication in our country. Others are mere text books of particular lecturers, and formed upon a
plan not adapted to our circumstances. The work of Ernesti, now re-published, has been through several editions in Europe, and has been more
extensively used as a class-book, than any publication of this nature. It may be asked, why it is not now republished in the original form. My reasons
for making an English translation are, (1) That the original Latin, though sufficiently pure in respect to the choice of words, is arranged very much
according to the idiom of the German language, the vernacular tongue of Ernesti. It is therefore difficult to be understood by any young man, who
has read Latin only in the Roman Classics. (2) Repeated trials, by using the work as printed in Latin for a class book, have satisfied roe that
comparatively little profit is gained in reading it,...
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