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Cuvillier Verlag Nov 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - For centuries medicine and natural products have been closely linked
through the use of traditional medicines. Plants, insects, microorganisms and marine organisms exhibit complex interactions with the environment
and produce small molecules (natural products) useful for their survival(1). Natural products have served mankind as the source of drugs, and
higher plants provided most of these therapeutic agents. Today, natural products (their derivatives and analogs) still represent over 50% of all
drugs in clinical use, with higher plant-derived natural products representing ca. 25% of the total. The World Health Organization estimates that
80% of the people in developing countries of the world rely on traditional medicine for their primary health care, and about 85% of traditional
medicine involves the use of plant extracts. This means that about 3.5 to 4 billion people in the world rely on plants as sources of drugs(2). Clinical,
pharmacological, and chemical studies of these traditional medicines, which were derived predominantly from plants, were the basis of most early
medicines such as the famous analgesic morphine (1) isolated from opium, the latex produced by cutting the seed pods of poppy, Papaver
somniferum and the world-famous aspirin (2) with analgesic, anti-inflammatory, and antipyretic properties(3). The latter is a derivative of salicylic
acid, which was first isolated from willow trees Salix sp. And has been modified to improve the activity and reduce side-eGects. Aspirin (2) is one of
the best-known examples for the prosperous interaction of natural and synthetic products chemistry. 324 pp. Englisch.
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