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a population of about 135 million, according to 2007 Federal statistics. Over 90% of foreign exchange earnings come from crude oil (petroleum)
export while more than 60% of the population lives in the rural areas and practice subsistence agriculture. Average life expectancy is 47.4 years,
with 46 years for male and 48 years for female. Recent statistics (World Bank) have shown that over 70% of Nigerians live below poverty line, on less
than one dollar ($1) per day. Over 70% of the population is classified as poor, with 35 % living in absolute poverty. Infant mortality rate is put at
95.5/1000 while the under-five mortality rate is about 191/1000. Poverty is especially severe in rural areas, where social services and infrastructure
are limited or non-existent. The great majority of those who live in rural areas are poor and depend on agriculture for food and income. As a result
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