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**xxxx Excerpt from Indian Names of Places in Worcester County, Massachusetts: With Interpretations of Some of Them My object in writing this paper
is the collecting together of Worcester county Indian names, which in many cases have been known only to the very few, who, having occasion to
search the original deeds, have unexpectedly found them. It is, | think, to be regretted that the Nipmuck names are not more generally used. They
belong to Worcester county, and remind us that we have a past history dating far back of 1620. They were the only possessions we were unable to
take from the red man, and now they have come to us as residuary legatees. These names are about the only relics of an ancient people who once
inhabited our own county. The Indian before we civilized him with fire-water and European morals was far different from the Indian of a few years
subjugation to our civilizing influences, and it is our fault rather than his that a more honorable place has not been accorded to him in the history
of Massachusetts and of our whole country; it is our fault, not his, that the blot on the American escutcheon is the Indian. The Nipmuck tribe, by
whom these names were used, inhabited before 1620 certainly the greater part, if not the whole, of Worcester county, and probably their country
was of much larger extent. The exact boundaries of their dominions have never been determined, and historians differ widely on this point. On a
map compiled chiefly from a survey of 1774 their boundaries extended as far east as Boston and Andover, on the south to the boundary...
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