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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Ben Jonson and
the Classical School The characteristics of Jonson as the exponent of the con servative spirit in literature in an age conspicuous for its passionate
love of novelty are somewhat these: an unusual acquaintance with the literature of Greece and Rome, a hold ing of the prose writers and poets of
antiquity, to employ the happy phrase of the late Mr. J ohn Addington Symonds, in solution in his Spacious memory, and a marvelous ability to
pour them plastically forth into the mould of thought a keen appreciation of the principles which lie at the root of classical literature, with an
intelligent recognition and a liberal interpretation of those principles in their adaptation to the needs of contemporary English conditions. The
rhetorician in J onson was alike his distinction and his greatest limitation. It was this which gave him an ever-present sense of an inspir ing design,
whether it was in the construction of a complete play or in the selection and ordering of the words of a single clause. These more general
characteristics of the classicist will be recognized at once as J onson s but even the specific qualities that mark the coming age of English classicism
are his. We have already remarked J onson s fondness for satire and criticism, and his exceeding use of that species of applied poetry called
occasional verse. Restriction in the range of subject is always attended bya corresponding restriction ir yle and form, and we are prepared to find in
Jonson s occajional verse a strong tendency to precise and pointed antithetical diction, and a somewhat conventionalized and restricted metri cal
form. If we will look at Jonson s prose...
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