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*****The Autobiography of a ThiefHutchins Hapgood! met the ex-pickpocket and burglar whose autobiography follows soon after his release from
a third term in the penitentiary. For several weeks | was not particularly interested in him. He was full of a desire to publish in the newspapers an
exposE of conditions obtaining in two of our state institutions, his motive seeming partly revenge and partly a very genuine feeling that he had
come in contact with a systematic crime against humanity. But as | continued to see more of him, and learned much about his life, my interest
grew; for | soon perceived that he not only had led a typical thief s life, but was also a man of more than common natural intelligence, with a gift of
vigorous expression. With little schooling he had yet educated himself, mainly by means of the prison libraries, until he had a good and individually
expressed acquaintance with many of the English classics, and with some of the masterpieces of philosophy.That this ex-convict, when a boy on the
East Side of New York City, should have taken to the graft seemed to me, as he talked about it, the most natural thing in the world. His parents were
honest, but ignorant and poor. One of his brothers, a normal and honorable man, is a truck driver with a large family; and his relatives and honest
friends in general belong to the most modest class of working people. The swell among them is another brother, who is a policeman; but Jim, the
ex-convict, is by far the cleverest and most intelligent of the lot. | have often seen him and his family...
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Destroyed, Audrey Delaney, 'l could see whathe was doing to the...
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x196 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Learn about recycling from a new perspective! Peek...
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