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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** W. E. Gladstone (29 December 1809 - 19 May 1898) Political Term: 6 Decades Premier Position(s) Held: 4 times Records: For highest number of
terms as PM (UK) Other Position: Chancellor of Exchequer (UK) A partial portrait of Gladstone is all that has been attempted here. Moving through
nearly a century of public affairs, the man is blurred by the events that immersed him, and to read the lives that have been written is to become lost
in a chronicle of domestic and foreign politics. Thus the task of Morley with but two thousand pages was, in his Life of William Ewart Gladstone, to
compile, to edit, to arrange. The technical and detailed explanations necessarily overweight the chronicle, and draw our attention away from the
character and personality of Gladstone himself. We receive a mass of information upon a hundred matters besides. Morley was bound to chronicle
an unwieldy mass of material, to which Gladstone himself contributed additional memoranda by the score. The result has been to incline a later
generation to take Gladstone vaguely for granted, because the approach to him is necessarily very slow. He is encompassed with general facts as
with a bulwark, and hedged with historical matters as with stiff robes. Feeling this condition, however unavoidable in the official record of such a
public person, to be unfortunate for our understanding of his human nature, the present writer has ventured to regard Morley as a quarry, and to
see if, from Morley s monumental record, with such sidelights as could be gleaned from other memoirs and lives of the period, there could be
fashioned a less encumbered but more appreciable portrait. From the massive...
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