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*x*x* Excerpt from An Address on the Life, Character and Services of William Henry Seward: Delivered at the Request of Both Houses of the
Legislatures of New York, at Albany, April 18, 1873 More than two thousand years have elapsed since this testimony was recorded, and the solution of
the problem, with the added experience of an historic record, embracing the lives of sixty generations of the race, far more widely observed over the
globe, is still to seek. Has there ever been such a man? Without attempting to enter upon such a topic, demanding a lifetime of research, it may,
perhaps, be permitted to me to observe that from what we may learn of the career of all those who have since been competitors in this noblest of
human pursuits, it is possible for us to deduce some general laws of human action valuable to bear in mind. Praying your pardon for my boldness, |
would, then, venture to suggest that, by a comparison of the multitude of examples, we may readily reduce them all to a classification consisting of
three forms. The first and lowest of these embraces all those lives in which power has been exercised mainly for personal ends, with little regard to
the public good. If called to give an example of this class, | should name the noted Cleon, of Athens, as delineated so forcibly by bis contemporaries,
Thucydides, the historian, and Aristophanes, the dramatist. But this type of a public man, called a demagogue in a democracy, does not change its
essence by transfer to more absolute forms of government. The interested flatterer of the people simply puts on a laced...
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