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Its relation to the chest-wall. - The upper limit of the heart (base) will be defined by a line crossing the sternum a little above the upper border of the
third costal cartilage, reaching about 12 cm. (9 m.) to the right and about 2 5 cm. (1 m.) to the left. Its apex corresponds to a point in the fifth space,
37 cm. (itin.) below the male left nipple, and 2 5 cm. (1 in.) to the 1nner side. This point will be at 75 cm. (3 1n. From the left border of the sternum.
The right border (right atrium) will be given by a line, slightly convex outwards, drawn from the right extremity of the upper border to the right
seventh chondro-sternal joint. If another line, similarly slightly convex, be drawn onwards from this point across the last piece of the sternum, just
above the xiphoid cartilage, to the apex, it will give the lower border (marge acutus of right ventricle), which rests on the central tendon of the
diaphragm. The left border (margo obtusus of left ventricle) will be given by a line, convex to the left, passing from the left extremity of the upper
border to the apex, well inside the nipple-line. This line should be 75 cm. (3 in.) from the middle of the sternum at the level of the fourth costal
cartilage. The base of the heart is o posits the four middle thoracic vertebrae, viz., the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth. The apex and anterior...
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