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Forgotten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days and we will endeavor to
dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. Excerpt from Sketch of the Epidemic Religious Monomania Which Occurred in
Sweden, in the Year 1841 and 1842 In the year 1374 came to Aachen (aix-la-chapelle) from Germany, troops of men and women, who in churches
and public squares, apparently involuntarily and unconscious of the presence of spectators, danced round hand-in-hand in a ring with frantic
violence for hours together, until they sank down from exhaustion, complaining of great oppression and anxiety, and groaning as if about to give
up the ghost, till somebody bandaged tightly their swollen bellies, when they came to their senses, and so remained until the next attack. People also
sought to relieve this tympanitic distension of the abdomen, which accompanied the paroxysm of convulsive mania, by kneading with the hands,
striking with the closed fists, or trampling with the feet. Although the affected nei ther saw nor heard anything going on around them while danc
ing, they yet had visions, in which spirits appeared to them, whose names they groaned or shouted out. Some in their lu cid intervals, said that they
seemed to be sinking into a river of blood, and that they exerted themselves so violently, in order to escape so horrible a fate. Others saw the
heavens open, with the Holy Ghost sitting enthroned, accompanied by the Mother of God; showing how the belief of the age, in di vers manners in?
uenced their disordered fancies. In all pro hability the disease appeared in various forms but the descriptions of cotemporaries are mostly from the
pens of those, who being unlearned in medicine, and accustomed to mystify natural phenomena by a...
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