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Demand *****.Mockingbirds at Jerusalem: A Poetic Memoir By Rudolph Lewis Introduction This poetic memoir recalls the place of my childhood,
which was informed by a life of integrity and dignity, character qualities of maternal grandparents who taught me a respect for words, stories that
shored up life diminished by ideas of separation and inferiority. It was a rural hamlet, named Jerusalem, founded in 1870, in Virginia s poorest
county, Sussex. It offered grudgingly little in fields and forests, vision warped by slavery and Jim Crow. This distorted place could and will never be
one of permanence for a smart black boy. He will always seek to fulfill his self in other spaces. Jerusalem generates exiles. Beginning mid-1960s, |
sought housing with indoor toilets and tap water, and joy in America s urban centers, and in a neo-colonial Congo, in New Orleans with poets,
artists, musicians, educators, and priests. | worked as porter, teacher, journalist and librarian, studied modern art, listened to jazzmen, and passed
out words against war and injustice during the American war against the Viet Cong. When my exiled world became too cold and depressing to bear,
I returned home to my grandmother s voice-her stories and songs. Most of these poems were first written in 2006 and have been in revision for seven
years. They begin with a poem to my grandfather, William Tinka Lewis, who raised me as his son and died in 1970. There are many poems that call
up my grandmother, Ella Lewis, whom | called Mama and from whom I learned our family history. In poor health she was suffering loss of weight
and dementia. Her daughter Annie made her...
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