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***** Since September 11, 2001, the effectiveness of America s communications capabilities in support of the information needs of first responders
and other public safety workers has been a matter of concern to Congress. The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (P.L. 108-
458) included sections that responded to recommendations made by the 9/ll Commission, in its report of July 2004, and by others in recent years,
regarding public safety communications. Nonetheless, there is much still to be done to bring the United States to the threshold of adequate
communications capabilities in emergencies. Congress can expect that the many advocates for public safety, in all its forms, will continue to push
for improvements in public safety communications and interoperability. This report provides an analysis of major policy questions regarding public
safety communications. The 9/11 Commission recommendations for action to improve communications and the testimony and comments of
experts provide a framework to review what has been accomplished since September 11, what legislative initiatives could be considered by the 109th
Congress, and longer term goals and concerns. Major issues include (1) unifying spectrum policy and communications policy at every level; (2) using
signal corps type skills and technology, as suggested by the .
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