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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 edition. Excerpt: . LECTURE V. FROM THE END OF GENOA AS A SEPARATE STATE
TO THE UNIFICATION OF ITALY In 1861. The Genoese when they adopted the French form of Republic in 1797, although preserving a nominal
independence, in reality by that act extinguished their political existence, and they experienced a bitter proof of their true position only two years
afterwards when Massena made use of the town as a resisting point against the Austrians. When Napoleon, on his return from Egypt, had by his
coup d etat of the 18th Brumaire obtained, as first Consul, virtually supreme power in France, his first thought was to regain Italy from the allied
forces, and Massena was ordered to divert the attention of the Austrians on Genoa, while he - the Consul - threw an army across the Alps in order to
attack the enemy on the flank. During the last months of 1799, and through the whole of the spring of 1800, Massena carried out with admirable
perseverance and daring the task assigned to him, and every one of the forts that circle the town, as well as each of the prominent points of the
grand ampitheatre of mountains at the foot of which Genoa rests, became the scene of desperate hand to hand struggles between French and
Austrians. Massena was at last outnumbered and had to keep within the walls, where however he would still have probably held his own for an
indefinite period if he...
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