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Grove Press / Atlantic Monthly Press, United States, 2004. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. A hugely entertaining
novel about the art of stand up comedy, This is Your Life was a runaway bestseller in England. O Farrell s hero, Jimmy Conway, starts out the novel
at the London Palladium. He is about to perform his stand up comedy routine in front of two thousand invited guests and millions more watching
the event live on TV. He steps out blinking into the spotlights and waits for the applause to die down. He tries to appear confident but he can t help
wondering whether he should have shared his little secret with someone by now. Jimmy has never performed any stand up before - ever. Conway, a
nondescript thirtysomething with a long-faded dream of telling jokes in public, starts the proceedings at the lowest point in his life - teaching school,
spending his evenings with a old and grizzled collection of barroom bores (including his ex-girlfriend Nancy) and generally feeling miserable over
never having gotten his one lucky break. Things take a turn for the better when a local comedy legend, Billy Scrivens, with whom Conway has
exchanged a fragment or two of small-talk while out running, drops down dead. Interviewed on television, where he is plausibly represented as the
deceased s jogging companion, Jimmy suddenly discovers a tiny chink in the door of the closely guarded gateway to fame and celebrity. AFer
snatching a ticket to Billy s funeral (paid for by the UK equivalent of People Magazine, and awash with the rich and famous) he convinces a gullible
journalist that he is the latest underground comedy sensation, a performer so principled that he shuns TV and restricts himself to unscheduled
appearances at out-of-the-way clubs. A stack...
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