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approximately 8. 6 million individuals received DI payments and 6. 9 million received SSI payments, for a total of 126. 4 billion in benefits paid out
over the course of the year. Many people with serious mental illness receive treatment through the Public Mental Health public mental health system,
which serves as a safety net for those who System are poor or uninsured or whose private insurance benefits run out in the course of their illness.
State mental health departments have primary responsibility for administering the public mental health system. In doing so, they serve multiple
roles, including purchaser, regulator, manager, and, at times, provider of mental health services. Services are delivered by state-operated or
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