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abstract: Spoken discourse is a process depending on the interaction of at least two participants.
They mutually construct this process and understanding is achieved by interaction. But
communication is always in danger of breaking down. When people talk to each other they
constantly try to avoid this breakdown by preventing misunderstandings. In writing one can
carefully think about the 'right' words, reconstruct, correct and rewrite sentences or sections as
often as necessary. In spoken discourse this reconstruction has to happen immediately. Sentences
or ideas are not always 'brought to an end'. In order to keep discourse smooth, fluent and
comprehensible participants need to repair utterances of themselves or others during speaking. It is
often the case that someone notices during saying one utterance that they actually want to say
something else. So they possibly stop within one sentence and bring in another idea....
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