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Deep-Sea Sounding and Dredging: A Description and Discussion of the Methods and Appliances Used on Board the Coast and Geodetic Survey
Steamer, Blake We were one of the first, after Sir William Thomson, and Capt. George E. Belknap, U. S. N to use piano-forte wire for sounding
purposes, and we probably continued its use for a longer time than any other organization. The Blake is the only vessel that has ever been fitted out
with wire rope (the suggestion of Prof. Alexander Agassiz) for deep-sea dredging and trawling. But little has been published concerning the use of
wire for sound ing; and of wire rope for dredging, nothing, in fact, excepting in a gen eral account of the Blake s dredging work by Professor
Agassiz. Nearly all the apparatus for sounding and dredging used on board the Blake is new or modified from previous forms, and is peculiar to
that ves sel, the water-cup (plates 20 and 40) being the first and only instrument in the field for the performance of the complex work aimed at in its
design. These appliances, which are intended to effect an advance in accu racy or in celerity of operations, and to secure ultimate economy, have
been well tested in actual service, and are believed to have accomplished, at least in some degree, the object sought. Having had unusual facilities,
in connection with continuous work our methods were perhaps more systematic in certain directions than are generally followed by parties or
organizations for the prosecution of deep sea work. Our navigation-record was comprehensive, and adapted to future revision or verification.
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