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***x* Excerpt from A Bridge From Slavery to Freedom | know not where the call is most urgent. It is urgent everywhere; and in some places it is the
voice of distress. Wherever our arms have prevailed the old social system has been destroyed. Masters have tied and slaves have assumed a new
character. Released from their former obligations, and often adrift in the world, they naturally look to the prevailing power. Here for instance, is
testimony which | take from an excellent report made in the department of Tennessee, under date of April 29, 1983: Negroes, in accordance with the
acts of Congress, free on coming within our lines, circulated much like water: the task was to care for and render useful. They rolled like eddies
around military posts: many of the men employed in accordance with Order No. 72, district West Tennessee: women and children largely doing
nothing hut eating and idling, the dupes of vice and crime, the unsuspecting sources of disease. From this statement Senators may form an idea of
the numbers who seek assistence. But the question is often asked as to the disposition of these persons to labor. Here, also, the testimony is explicit. |
have in my hand the answers from different stations on this point. Question. What of their disposition to labor? Answer. Corinth. So far as | have
tested it, better than | expected; willing to work for money, except in waiting on the sick. One hundred and tiny hands gathered five hundred acres of
cotton in less than three weeks, much of which time was bad weather. The owner admitted that it was done more quickly than it...
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