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U.S. Concerns and Policy the goals of the previous Administration to contain Irans strategic capabilities and regional
Responses: July 2, 2009 - RL32048 influence, but the Obama Administration formulated approaches to achieve those goals that differ
from those of its predecessor in particular through expanded direct diplomatic engagement with
iinin Iran. This effort was put into practice with messages to the Iranian people by President Obama, and
through invitations to and contact with Iranian diplomats at multilateral meetings, including those
on Iran s nuclear program. The Administration also de-emphasized or discontinued policies that
Iranian leaders considered hostile including: ratcheting up international sanctions, efforts to
DOWNLOAD PDF promote democracy in Iran, and openly discussing the potential for U.S. military action. The
Administration strategy on Iran is in some flux because of the allegations of a stolen election by the
challengers to declared winner of the June 12, 2009 presidential election, incumbent President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and the crackdown against protesters who demanded a new vote.
President Obama has criticized Iran s use of violence against protesters, and observers say that the
Administration might try to take...
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