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them with detail and jargon. Peter Cotgreave and Irwin Forseth have designed this book to meet the needs of these students, by providing a basic
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around us. The unifying theme of the book is biodiversity-its patterns, causes, and the growing worldwide threats to it. Basic ecological principles
are illustrated using clearly described examples from the current ecological literature. This approach makes the book valuable to all students
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populations, ecological communities and ecosystems. The end result is a text that presents a readable and persuasive picture of how the Earth s
natural systems function, and how that functioning may change over the coming century. Features include: * strong coverage of applied and
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