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**xxx Excerpt from Peter Sailly (1754-1826) A Pioneer of the Champlain Valley: With Extracts From His Diary and Letters The purpose of these pages is
to sketch the life of an interesting Frenchman, Peter Sailly, who for four decades was a striking and influential figure in the pioneer life of northern
New York. The appending of his short diary makes available for reference a record of early journeyings in the Champlain and Mohawk valleys. A few
letters, his own and by other persons important in the life of the State a hundred years and more ago, are also added. It is hoped that the history of
a part of New York State which is not rich in authentic historical publications relating to the formative years, 1780-1825, may thus be somewhat
illuminated and that incidentally a recognition, delayed but abundantly deserved, may be recorded of the substantial debt which New York and the
new nation owe to a considerable number of French immigrants of condition and character who were attracted to the United States between 1780
and 1800, first by prospect of an alluring political and commercial status to follow their newly gained independence and later as a refuge from
danger and distress at home. The main source of information regarding the life of Peter Sailly in America is found in notes made by his grandson,
the late Judge Peter Sailly Palmer, of Plattsburg, from original documents, most of them papers left by Sailly. Judge Palmer was an able lawyer and
a writer and student of local history. The greater portion of the matter he gathered concerning his grandfather was turned into a series of articles
which were printed...
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