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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 edition. Excerpt: . . . is not true of classics. Those who have read moderately have a
wider range and give more intelligent opinions. In the earlier years girls prefer plots emphasizing patience; and many speak of some favorite novel
as deep and mysterious; while boys look for action, at first physical and later moral. A large amount of cheap literature seems to paralyze and
deaden opinion. Juvenile Fiction. --Girls read less juvenile fiction than boys do. Their line is continuously downward, and at the end of the third year
they have practically finished. Boys seem to read more in the second than in the first year. This is, however, misleading and due to the second city,
where the boys evidently had just heard of Barbours books and proceeded to make up for what they missed before. No attempt was made to
separate good juvenile books from poor books. This seemed hardly necessary even if it had been possible. The juvenile literature read is of high
order. Even the Alger and the Henty books find little favor, and interest seems to center in such homely heroes as the Half-Back and such real boys
as Tom Sawyer. Poetry. --The girls throughout the investigation mention more poetry than the boys do. The decline in the first year is like that of
classic fiction, but the rise is constant thereafter. The interest is far greater in epic than in descriptive poetry, and as a matter of fact the story is the
strongest...
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