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National Republican Convention of 1860: Read by Hon. Elbridge G. Keith, Treasurer of the University, at the University of Illinois, June 19, 1904 It was
not, therefore, strange if with the eagerness to listen to their first debate, Mr. Lincoln s friends had some misgivings as to his ability to cope with so
dangerous a rival. It was felt that while his mental processes were of a high order for a set speech, yet in an off hand debate, he could not match the
quick, ready com mand over his subject which his opponent possessed; sharpened as it had been by a long service and practice in both Houses of
Congress. The first debate, as you may remember, occurred at Ottawa. Twenty crowded passenger coaches left Chicago over the Rock Island road
early in the morning of that day. | spent nearly my last dime to be there, but | have always considered it one of my best investments. As we drew into
Morris, a station some dis tance east of Ottawa, We caught sight of Lincoln standing at the station platform awaiting the train. Most of the
Republicans rushed out either to shake his hand or to ascertain if he was in good trim for the encounter. His tall figure is perhaps best pic tured to
my mind by that occasion. He was dressed in a brown jeans suit, il fitting, the length of the sleeves of his coat and the leg of his trousers both very
scant, as also the starch of his shirt collar. His frame seemed gigantic. Six feet four in height, some what stoop-shouldered and lean in ?esh, he was
far from...
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