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*****The structure of a family plays an important role in children s well-being. A contributing factor to the high rates of child poverty over the long-
term, and the increase in child poverty during the period from 2001-2007, was the increasing likelihood of children living in families headed by a
single female. In 2012, about one-third of all children lived in families without their biological father present. According to some estimates, about 50
of children (who are currently under age 18) will spend or have spent a significant portion of their childhood in a home without their biological
father. In 2011, the poverty rate for children living in female-headed families (usually headed by a single mother) was 48 , compared to 11 for
children living in married-couple families. Policies enacted in the mid-1990s focused on moving single mothers from the welfare rolls to work; with
these policies in place and the economic expansion of the late 1990s, child poverty rates fell. However, these gains in the economic well-being of
children were limited and temporary, as child poverty increased again in the 2000s, even before the onset of the recession that spanned from
December 2007 to June 2009. An option to improve the well-being of children living in single-mother families is to seek greater financial and social
contributions from fathers, particularly noncustodial fathers. However, the ability of noncustodial fathers to support their children has been
complicated by certain economic and social trends. Over the past three decades, changes in the labor market have led to less employment and
lower typical wages for men. The wages of men with lower levels of educational attainment have fallen since the mid-1970s. Criminal justice...
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