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communities, and gave rise to an immense Rabbinical literature. The Palestinian Talmud never
enjoyed such general veneration and attention. Eminent Rabbis alone were thoroughly conversant
with its contents, and referred to it in their writings. It is only in modern times that Jewish scholars
have come to devote more attention to this Talmud, for the purpose of historical and literary
investigations. CHAPTER V. APOCRYPHAL APPENDICES TO THE TALMUD AND COMMENTARIES.
Besides the Masechtoth contained in the Mishna and the two Gemaras, there are several Masechtoth
composed in the form of the Mishna and Tosephta, that treat of ethical, ritual, and liturgical
precepts. They stand in the same relation to the Talmud as the Apocrypha to the canonical books of
the Bible. When and by whom they were composed cannot be ascertained. Of these apocryphal
treatises, the following are appended to our editions of...
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