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***xx Excerpt from Introduction to the Study of Art Much is said and written upon the importance of cultivating the art of Design. Our people spend
freely, are even lavish of money in procuring works of art; and statistics show its importance as a source of revenue when applied to industrial
purposes. Yet, as a branch of education, drawing is almost entirely neglected. This is partly from a false idea that success depends upon peculiar
abilities with which few are gifted; and partly from ignorance of the kind of cultivation that is necessary to insure success. It is understood that
musical skill is acquired only by laborious application and practice, under the best instruction, during several successive years; while at the same
time, it is expected that artistic skill will be acquired in the course of a few weeks. The imposition to which the ignorance of the subject exposes a
community in the way of poor teaching, and royal roads, is incalculable. There is no study in which scholars are so wronged as in this. Young artists
suffer for the want of good teaching. No rules are given them, and they have no training which will enable them to rely upon their own abilities, and
therefore often say, they can do nothing out of Italy. Many of the most gifted have been entirely blighted by being sent there to copy pictures. Sir
Joshua Reynolds took pupils, and Northcote (who was one of them, and a favorite one too) is the best authority on this point. He informs us, that
after the drudgery of the studio was over, cleaning palettes, dead coloring, etc., he was allowed to copy his...
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