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with human interest than the history of those old roads which have been the arteries of communication between the populous centres and their
outlying districts. From earliest times the history of the great highways has been scarcely more or less than the history of the great nations of the
world. Whether we take the roads of the old Egyptians, or those of the Chinese, or the monumental highways of the great Roman empire, we find in
the story of their construction, in the history of the great movements along them, in the everyday life of the people who have travelled up and down
them, a panoramic picture of those events which have made the history of the days gone by. Take the Appian Way - named by an ancient writer
with justifiable pride, Regina Viarum - built, in part at least, by old Claudius Caecus, censor of Rome in the year 313 B. C. - the oldest and most
famous of all Roman roads. What scenes have been enacted on that celebrated pavement of hexagonal stone blocks! And could they but speak,
these same stone blocks might tell us strange stories of things long since dead and forgotten. In peace and war that grand old road served the
empire well. How oIen has it echoed to the armed tramp of the Roman legionaries, and how oIen over it were carried patrician nobles in their
chariots, on one errand or another, and how often over it have toiled the plebes and slaves, and how...
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